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Music is the language of the Spirit. It opens the
secret of life bringing peace, abolishing strife.
—Kahlil Gibran

Caregiver Chronicles
Play That Tune!

W

e know music improves the quality of life for people with Alzheimer’s, dementia, and other cognitive
disorders by helping them connect through music-triggered memories (see p. 4 & 5 for article link and
contact information for public library Music & Memory programs). Research also suggests that music benefits
our physical and mental health in a number of ways. In an article published on USA Today’s website titled,
20 Surprising, Science-backed Health Benefits of Music (https://usat.ly/2ovHrcg), author Scott Christ of Greatist
lists improving sleep quality, reducing stress, and elevating mood among music’s positive effects.
The American Psychological Association, in the article, Music as Medicine by Amy Novotney, published on its
website (https://bit.ly/189j4TG), explains further music’s healing power. Because music’s sound is “rooted in
vibration,” scientists are exploring whether these vibrations can actually help ease the symptoms of debilitating
diseases such as Parkinson’s, fibromyalgia, and depression. “Thalmocortical dysrhythmia—a disorientation of
rhythmic brain activity involving the thalamus and the outer cortex” appears to play a role in these illnesses.
When it comes to music, what’s good for the care recipient is equally good for the caregiver. If you find yourself
under stress, consider relaxing with some beautiful classics, or boosting your energy by dancing to the beat.
Music can also help you connect with your loved ones by providing a pleasant way to share memories. Did you
sing, play, or dance together? Listening to music is an easy way to transport you back through time and to revisit
important milestones. Jane Mahoney explores this idea further in her article, “Music Can Enhance Your Life” on
page 3.
Since Spring is finally here, you may want to take that playlist and use it as the pace-setter for a walk. Don’t
underestimate the value of getting outside and moving after a long Winter!

Jane De Broux
Caregiver Program Coordinator
Dane County Area Agency on Aging
608-261-5679
debroux.jane@countyofdane.com
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Music Can Enhance Your Life

L

et me call you sweetheart, I’m in love with you.
Let me hear you whisper that you love me, too.
Keep the love-light glowing in your eyes so blue.
Let me call you sweetheart, I’m in love with you.
Reading the words of a song you love can stir up some wonderful feelings. Hearing the song from the first dance
on your wedding day can take you back in time. And what about the emotions you feel while listening to the war
songs that were so popular when you or your spouse were serving in the war?
Music is a powerful tool in so many ways. Whether you need to reduce stress, relieve loneliness, or are looking
for a way to connect with a loved one, music can be a curative answer for both the caregiver and the recipient of
care.
Listening to music can be enjoyable and beneficial for anyone. Hearing music from your youth promotes
memory and opens the window to laughter or tears. Caregiving brings about a wide range of emotions including
joy, sadness, frustration, and guilt. Music reaches into your soul like nothing else, bringing to the surface those
feelings that are often unnamed. Releasing pent up emotions through music can be healing and renewing.
Music can reach a person whose ability to communicate is affected by dementia, stroke or other disease.
Listening to favorite songs with your loved one is a wonderful way to share time together. Music helps a
person feel calm and relaxed, reduces stress and promotes wellness. Playing soothing music during a meal
might increase the amount eaten, or make unpleasant tasks, such as bathing or grooming, more bearable.
For the past or current performer, playing an instrument or singing offers a way to express feelings that are hard
to put into words. Picking up an instrument or singing out loud is fun and is a great way to remember the “good
old days.” The goal isn’t to impress anyone, just to express yourself and have fun. Making music for or with a
grandchild can also be a delightful activity. And, for the person who has never played an instrument before, beating on a drum or shaking a tambourine to some music can be fun as well as relieve stress.
Try enhancing your life by adding music to your day. Turn on some upbeat music in the morning to get you going. Try something familiar and relaxing during mealtimes. Find your old favorites to enjoy with a loved one for
an extra special afternoon, then listen to soft, slow music in the evening to help prepare for a good night’s sleep.
So, dig up those old songbooks, find a good radio station or ask your grandchild to look up your favorite songs
online and see where the music takes you.
—Jane Mahoney
Older Americans Act Consultant
Greater Wisconsin Agency on Aging Resources
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Hot Topics Online
Eight of nine Madison Public Library Locations now offer Music & Memory Program
Madison Public Library, April 6, 2018
https://www.madisonpubliclibrary.org/new/music-memory
“Library patrons can check out an iPod from eight of the nine participating libraries in the City of Madison. Each
will be pre-loaded with music carefully selected for that particular individual by librarians who have received
appropriate certification training.” (See opposite page for library locations and contact information.)

How Medicare’s Conflicting Hospitalization Rules Cost Me Thousands of Dollars
NPR, Alison Kodjak, April 20, 2018
https://n.pr/2qMDyO8
“This is a story of how money, outdated laws, and federal budget rules can interfere with patient care and leave
elderly patients vulnerable.”

LGBT Adults Fear Discrimination in Long-Term Care
By Victoria Sackett, AARP, March 27, 2018
https://bit.ly/2HytKPh
“Many lesbian, gay, bisexual or transgender (LGBT) older adults are worried that they won’t have the familial
and social caregiving support they’ll need as they grow older. They are also concerned that they will face
discrimination or harassment in long-term care facilities. Those are the findings of a new AARP survey of LGBT
adults age 45-plus, ‘Maintaining Dignity: Understanding and Responding to the Challenges Facing Older LGBT
Americans.’”

Be sure to check out Resource Wise, the newsletter for the ADRC of Dane County.

Open 7:45 am—4:30 pm Monday through Friday
Call (608) 240-7400
Visit the ADRC office, 2865 N. Sherman Ave., Madison
Website: www.daneadrc.org

Connecting People with the
Assistance They Need
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Email: ADRC@countyofdane.com
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