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We invite you to commit to do something grand and share your
wisdom, perspectives, and key civic values with and on behalf of
young people.
—Generations United

Sunday, September 9, 2018, is Grandparent’s Day.

Caregiver Chronicles
Supporting our elders who support our youth

S

eptember is the month we celebrate grandparents, and this issue of Caregiver Chronicles features resources
and information for older adults raising children under age 18 and their families in particular. The National
Family Caregiver Support Program (NFCSP) is administered by the “Caring for Caregiver Program” in Dane
County. Caregiver grants are available to older adults ages 55+ who are raising grandchildren under age 18. The
grants can help with respite in the form of after school programs, summer camp, family memberships to the local
pool or YMCA, transportation, help with home chores, and more. There is no financial requirement or means test
needed for eligibility. (Contact me at the Area Agency on Aging for information on grant applications.)
Just how many grandfamilies are there? Wisconsin Grandfacts (page 3) provides a rundown of the numbers.
Certainly a rapid increase in the number of grandparents raising grandchildren is, in part, the result of the
ongoing opioid epidemic, but there are a variety of reasons why grandparents are raising their grandchildren.
To learn more about Grandfamilies, listen to the NPR podcast, When Grandma’s House is Home: The Rise in
Grandfamilies (link on page 4). If you are a grandparent raising grandchildren, check out some of the upcoming
events and support groups (page 3) and resources (page 6).
In addition to older adult caregivers raising grandchildren, caregivers are a multigenerational group overall. The
“Caring for Caregivers” Program has provided support to young adults caring for their parents and grandparents,
siblings caring for one another, and just about any configuration of adult ages you can imagine. In order for those
of us in our communities who want and plan to age in place to succeed in doing so, it will ultimately take a village.
Intergenerational programs and partnerships will be necessary to creating healthy and desirable communities
for everyone. Consider doing something grand for Grandparents Day! In the words of Generations United,
“Together, older and younger people can reach out to decision makers and begin one of the most important
dialogues in our history: discussing how, as a country, we can address the many challenges facing future
generations—from literacy to health and wellness to financial stability. What better way to celebrate the
contributions of grandparents to our nation than joining together and reaching for greater heights for our
future!” (For ideas see the Grandparents Day Action Guide, https://www.gu.org/resources/grandparents-daytake-action-guide/.)

#Grandparents Day

Jane De Broux
Caregiver Program Coordinator
Dane County Area Agency on Aging
608-261-5679
debroux.jane@countyofdane.com
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Wisconsin GrandFacts

The Children

78,351children under age 18 live in homes where the householders are grandparents or other relatives
(5.9% of the children in the state.) U.S. 2010 Census.
 Of these, 59,346 live with grandparents who are the householders (4.4% of the children in the
state) and 19,005 live with other relatives who are the householders (1.4% of the children in the
state). US Census 2010

25,617 children live in homes with grandparent householders where grandparents are responsible for
them.*
 Of these children, 10,055 have no parents present in the home.*
The Grandparents*

26,802 grandparents are the householders and are responsible for their grandchildren living with them.
 Of these: 64% of the grandparents are White and not Hispanic, 21% are Black/African American,
3% are American Indian and Alaska Native, 2% are Asian, and 8% are Hispanic/Latino, and may be
of any race.

38% have no parents of the children present in the home.

73% are under age 60.

17% live in poverty.**
*Comparable data are not currently available for homes where other relatives are the householders.
**100% of poverty level
See the complete GrandFacts Wisconsin state fact sheet for grandparents and other relatives raising children here:
https://www.aarp.org/content/dam/aarp/relationships/friends-family/grandfacts/grandfacts-wisconsin.pdf

Support and Celebrate Grandfamilies
Celebration of NESCO’s Cultural Diversity Program and
National Grandparents Day
Saturday, September 8th, 6:00pm-9:00pm
St. Patrick Church, 404 E Main St
Grandparents and Other Relatives as Parents
Program provides the following:





Monthly support and education
group
Monthly newsletter
Child development and management resources

We will be celebrating the 25th anniversary of NESCO’s Cultural
Diversity program and National Grandparents Day at St. Patrick
Church. There will be live music, tamales, and a festive atmosphere!
Call Rodrigo at 608-800-1316 for more information.

Contact Serena Breining at
608-255-7356 ext. 324
for more information.
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Online Resources
Listen to the Podcast
When Grandma’s House is Home: The Rise of Grandfamilies
NPR Morning Edition, December 15, 2014
“They usually aren't expecting to be taking care of the children, so they're
not prepared financially. Their home may be great for a retired person or a
retired couple but not for little toddlers. Many of the grandparents—about
58 percent—are still working, so trying to juggle taking care of a child.
This often happens at the time grandparents are in their peak saving
years for retirement, so if they're spending that money taking care of
grandchildren instead it can have a serious long-term impact.”

Ask the Expert: Health of Caregivers Sometimes Forgotten
The Baltimore Sun, Andrea K. McDaniels, August 2, 2018
“Caregivers sometimes goet so involved in taking care of their sick loved
ones that their own health can fall by the wayside. A sick caregivers can’t provide proper care to someone else.”

Secrets to Successfully Aging in Place
Forbes, Bob Carlson, July 29, 2018
“To stay in your current home, you need to plan and prepare now. Don’t be among those who defer the important
decisions about aging because they think it’s too early. Often, when people wait to take action on these matters,
they no longer are able to act when the work really needs to be done or don’t even recognize the need for
change.”

Open 7:45 am—4:30 pm Monday through
Friday
Call (608) 240-7400
Visit the ADRC office, 2865 N. Sherman

Connecting People with the
Assistance They Need
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Jane De Broux, Caregiver Program Coordinator
Dane County Caregiver Program
Email: debroux.jane@countyofdane.com
Phone: 608-261-5679
Madison Solomon, MS MFT, IMH-E
The Rainbow Project
Referral & Community Programs Coordinator
Email: Referrals@TheRainbowProject.net
Phone: (608) 255-7356 ext. 316
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Rodrigo Valdivia, Cultural Diversity Specialist
Latino Program Grandparents Support Group
Email: rvaldivia@nescoinc.org
Phone: 608-243-5252 Ext. 203
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Caring for the Caregiver Program
AREA AGENCY ON AGING OF DANE COUNTY
2865 N. Sherman Avenue
Madison, WI 53704

Caring for Caregivers

Phone: 608-261-5679
Fax: 608-240-7402
Email: debroux.jane@countyofdane.com
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